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ABOUT NORTH KERN WATER  
STORAGE DISTRICT’S PRODUCED WATER PROJECT

What People Are Saying

“California has suffered immensely 
during this current drought. This 
project will not solve the entire 
problem, but it is an example of 
responsible water management that 
can provide desperately needed 
water to Kern County farmers.” 

CARINNE COWELL
President 
North of the River Chamber  
of Commerce 

“It is clear that greater utilization 
of produced oilfield water will be a 
valuable resource in meeting water 
needs within Kern County.”

JAMES M. BECK
General Manager 
Kern County Water Agency

“This project reflects the use of 
proven safe methods and technology 
[…] We need responsible water 
management solutions like this 
Reclaimed Water Drought Relief 
Project to ensure we reduce our 
reliance on groundwater…” 

SENATOR JEAN FULLER
California State Senate

“Recent studies have confirmed that 
reclaimed water is as safe as other 
agricultural water sources used for 
irrigation, assuring the public that 
the water is safe for irrigating crops 
grown for human consumption.”  

SENATOR ANDY VIDAK
California State Senate

“Creating new sources of supply 
is vital to supporting California 
business […] Clearly, this is precious 
water that can be used to help 
prevent the loss of agriculture jobs 
related to the drought.”

HARRY STARKEY 
General Manager 
West Kern Water District

“Kern County relies upon agriculture 
and energy to drive up our local 
economy […] The North Kern 
Reclaimed Water Drought Relief 
Project will permit the water District 
to add over 21,000 acre feet,  
6.84 billion gallons, of reclaimed 
water annually…”

SUPERVISOR MIKE MAGGARD
County of Kern 

“This project appears to demonstrate 
that the District is committed to 
responsible water management and 
would follow the model of previously 
approved reclaimed water projects, 
which has been used for supporting 
the irrigation needs of crops 
throughout this region.”

CHRISTOPHER VALADEZ
Director 
Environmental & Regulatory Affairs 
California Fresh Fruit Association

“The Reclaimed Water Drought Relief 
Project will provide a critical long-
term additional water supply to the 
district by treating produced water 
for use in irrigation and ground 
water recharge. This would add up to 
58 acre feet of water a day...”

TOMEKA POWELL
President 
Kern County Black Chamber  
of Commerce
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In December 2015, the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) approved North Kern 
Water Storage District’s beneficial reuse project of oilfield produced water supplies for agricultural purposes. A wide 
array of voices – including elected officials and local governments, business groups and agricultural organizations 
– spoke out in favor of the project. The below collection of quotations provides a snapshot of the support letters 
submitted to the Regional Board during the project’s review process.
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“This project, among many others 
being considered and executed 
up and down the central valley, is 
a key factor in the multifaceted 
approach that is the future of the 
central valley’s water management 
for environmental, human, and 
agricultural needs.” 

RICHARD WAYCOTT
President & CEO 
Almond Board of California 

“This reclaimed water would replace 
irrigation water supplies lost to 
the drought, help reduce the loss 
of agriculture jobs, and provide for 
groundwater recharge in the winter 
[…] Furthermore, the water would 
support more than 250 jobs.” 

ASSEMBLYMEMBER RUDY SALAS, JR. 
California State Assembly

“I understand the challenges 
the Kern-Tulare Groundwater 
Basin will face in future years 
as the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA) is 
implemented. The Kern-Tulare 
Groundwater Basin in in serious 
overdraft […] [This project] could 
help assist our basin [to] reach 
sustainability.”  

SUPERVISOR DAVID COUCH
County of Kern

“The Reclaimed Water Drought 
Relief Project will permit the District 
to add over 21,000 acre feet to their 
existing water supplies. That would 
be enough water to irrigate 9,000 
acres of grapes...”

JAY TAMSI
President/CEO Kern County Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce

“We need responsible water 
management solutions like this 
Reclaimed Water Drought Relief 
Project to ensure we reduce our 
reliance on groundwater and  
provide immediate drought relief  
for Kern County Farmers, workers 
and the public.”

ROGER A. ISOM
President/CEO 
California Cotton Ginners and  
Growers Association

“This Reclaimed Water Drought 
Relief Project is a great example of 
teamwork by a water district and 
oil and gas companies to invest in 
treating and reclaiming water that 
will benefit Kern County farmers, 
residents and California consumers. 
The project is a responsible and 
safe approach to provide new water 
by treating, and blending with 
groundwater and surface water and 
thus become a long-term additional 
water supply.” 

DENNIS J. ATKINSON
President 
Tejon-Castac Water District

“As a City Manager I am on the front 
lines of the drought impacts, both 
as a water purveyor and consumer 
[…] Last year alone estimates 
are that over 692,000 acres of 
California farmland were taken out 
of production due to the drought. 
The Reclaimed Water Drought Relief 
Project will permit the District to 
add over 21,000 acre feet to their 
existing water supplies.” 

SCOTT HURLBERT
City Manager  
City of Shafter

“… [Produced] water from that oil 
field has been used for many years 
to water livestock, and would be a 
significant addition to the supply of 
irrigation water for crops. There is 
an urgency for extra water because 
of the persistent drought conditions 
in Kern County, but the water 
furnished by this project would be 
beneficial on a continuing basis.”

CARL F. TWISSELMAN II
Secretary/ Treasurer 
Kern County Cattlemen’s Association

“As we are in our fourth year of 
historic drought, farmland is being 
fallowed, jobs are being lost, and 
some residents are without direct 
access to water […] The North Kern 
Water District Reclaimed Water 
Drought Relief Project could help 
assist in the Kern-Tulare basin’s 
ability to reach sustainability.” 

SUPERVISOR MICK GLEASON
County of Kern

“Clearly, this is precious water that 
can be used to help prevent the loss 
of agriculture jobs related to the 
drought. Without water for irrigation, 
my crops will wither and die, hurting 
my family, our farm and our workers. 
We need water for drought  
relief now.”

MICHAEL TURNIPSEED
Executive Director 
Kern County Taxpayers Association


